
The impact of early AI systems is already being felt, bringing 
with it challenges and opportunities, and laying the foundation 
on which future advances in AI will be integrated into social 
and political domains. The potential wide-ranging impact 
makes it necessary to look carefully at the ways in which these 
technologies are being applied now, whom they’re benefiting, 
and how they’re structuring our social, economic, and 
interpersonal lives.

Kate Crawford is the co-founder (with Meredith Whittaker) of the 
AI Now Initiative, a New York-based research center working across 
disciplines to understand the social and economic implications of 
artificial intelligence. She is a Principal Researcher at Microsoft Research 
New York City, a Visiting Professor at MIT’s Center for Civic Media, 
and a Senior Fellow at NYU’s Information Law Institute. Her research 
addresses the social implications of large scale data, machine learning 
and AI. Recent publications address the topics of data discrimination, 
social impacts of artificial intelligence, predictive analytics and due 
process, ethical review for data science, and algorithmic accountability.
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AI NOW:   
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL QUESTIONS FOR ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

With a head full of Laurens van der Post and half an anthropology 
degree from St Andrews University under his belt, James Suzman 
hitched a ride into Botswana’s eastern Kalahari in June 1991.   
He has been living and working with Kalahari peoples ever since.  
Dr. Suzman holds a Ph.D. in social anthropology from Edinburgh 
University which he was awarded in 1996. Since then he has lived 
and worked with every major Bushman group in southern Africa, 
from the war ravaged Vasakele !Kung of southern Angola during 
the final phases of that civil war, to the highly marginalized Hai//
om of Namibia’s Etosha National Park. Dr. Suzman is the Author of 
Affluence without Abundance: The Disappearing World of the Bushmen, 
published by Bloomsbury in 2017.

The success of a civilization can be measured by its longevity. 
In that light, Southern Africa’s hunting and gathering San 
(“Bushmen”) are the most enduring (and successful) civilization 
in the history of modern Homo sapiens. What tools do the San 
use and how has their tool use contributed to such longevity?  
What of modern society?  Despite technological advancements 
that have enabled levels of productivity unimaginable a 
hundred years ago, the modern world faces broad sustainability 
challenges.  How might a better understanding of sustainable 
hunter-gatherer societies like the San help us respond to the 
social and economic impacts of modern technology, including 
challenges from increasing automation and computerization?  
How might such understanding help us to meet broader 
sustainability challenges?
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